Page 1 of 4

Learn Korean Ep. 106: Adverbs

An adverb is a word that describes a verb — how a verb happens, or in what way a verb is,

for example. Adverbs can also be used to describe other adverbs.
For example, in English you might run “quickly” or dance "happily.” Adverbs in English can

often end with “ly" but there are plenty that don't. In Korean, many adverbs end with “#|"

but there are also many that don't.
Descriptive Verb Stem + #|

To make an adverb in Korean from a descriptive verb, take the descriptive verb stem and

attach 7. Let's look at an example.

| arrived.

We can add an adverb to describe how we arrived. For example, we could use the descriptive verb

QHHSICH ["to be safe’] to say that we arrived safely at our destination.

HHBHA =AU Q.

| arrived safely.
Here's another example:

Na x1 A0 8.

I'm smiling now.

We can add an adverb to describe how we are smiling. For example, we could use the descriptive

verb WESICH ["to be happy”] to say that we're smiling happily.

Xz d=5tA 1 A0,

I'm smiling happily now.
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dAIE YA U= Ao,

| want to make the kimchi spicy.
WA comes from YL} [“to be spicy”].

Ha N = 2.

Chul-soo speaks quickly.

2 A comes from WFEC} [to be quick”].

Unique Korean Adverbs

Not all adverbs in Korean end with 7. For example, instead of iit=4| we could also say
2], and both mean “quickly.” In addition, 2| can also be used to mean “hurry up” or
“right away” when used together with a command. However, #E7| can only be used to

mean “quickly.”

M WE we| Toja,

Chul-soo speaks quickly.

dXIE H FA .

Please give me more kimchi.

O is another adverb that means “more.” Its opposite is &, meaning “less.”

L& S .

It's so delicious!

{2 is an adverb that means “too much,” but in casual usage it just means “so much.”
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| speak Korean well.

i

5l a.

Z is a very common adverb that means “well,” such as to say that you do something well. It can also

be used to mean “often,” among other things.

o[of GOl HAofR.

| ate a lot already.

B0| means “a lot,” but is an adverb - it needs to be used directly before a verb. To say that there is

a lot of something, simply conjugate the descriptive verb ZLC} ["to be a lot"].

To Use #|?

Not all adverbs made with | will sound natural or be commonly used. For example, to say that

something moves slowly (from the descriptive verb MM 3ICH, use MH S| [“slowly”] — not MHSHA.

Many descriptive verbs ending with StC} can also become adverbs by changing StCt to 3| instead of
StA|. For example, 2HSICH [“to be safe”] can become either 2HHSHA| or 2t 8| — both mean “safely.”
However, the only way to know whether the 3| or StA| version is more commonly used for each
descriptive verb is by listening to how Koreans speak and learning each one separately. There are no

tricks to learning adverbs, and the best way is to learn them one at a time.

Advanced Notes

A commonly used adverb is X{0| A, which means “entertainingly” and comes from X{0|(Z}) QULCE. It

can be used to mean that you're doing something while enjoying it.

FotE MOIUAA EOR.

| enjoyed watching the movie.
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Another common adverb is B2, which means “deliciously” and comes from 3¢(O[) QULF. It

can be used to mean that you're eating something and enjoying it.

ofo|A3EE U HAA R,

| enjoyed (eating) the ice cream.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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