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Learn Korean Ep. 14: “When" and “If"

There are two common ways to express “when” and “if" in Korean. Let's go over each of

them.

verb stem + ()™

Take the verb stem (the verb with the “C} removed), and add "© ™" if it ends in a

consonant, or “H" if it ends in a vowel.
"HA=SICH would become "A=5H "
"HLC}H would become “HOH "
“H|MFCH would become "H|MWH."

"0 = C} would become "O{2{ ™"

» Remember that certain Descriptive Verbs (such as ones that end in "&") have special

conjugation rules (see Episode 2 for more information).

verb stem + (2/2) Uj

Take the verb stem and add “& [M|" if it ends in a consonant, or “2 " if it ends in a vowel.
"SI0 would become A=k Of."
"ML} would become "HE "

"H|MFCH would become “HpH [rf”
"O] @ L} would become "0 2{-& I}

Differences
Let's go over the differences between these two forms.
verb stem + (2)™H

In English, “when” and “if" can often be interchanged.
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AlZto] A2 Z0| B HXt.
“If you have time, let's eat together.”

This sentence could also be translated as, “"When you have time, let's eat together.”

This form is used for talking about a hypothetical situation. Therefore, it can sometimes

translate as “when” and other times as "“if."

2= H|7t 2L 20 L7k AL
"If it rains today, let's not go outside.”

"HH(0f))" means "outside,” and "L}7}CH means “to go out.”

#2] o 51 Fof

“If you don't do it right away, you're dead!”

FRHOA XESHH 4L =S ROl 22 AHY K.
"If you are nice to your parents, you will get many birthday presents.”

"XIAESICH means “to be nice/kind.”

verb stem + (2/8) U
The word "I" literally means “time,” such as "the time when.” Two examples are the
sentences, "The last time when I went to school,” or “The time I got married.” This form is

only used when you want to refer to the actual event in time.

Ae Btmol g I ZRuR.

“When I am at school, I study.” Or you could say, “The times when I'm at school, I study.”

NEO[7h B HE mf A[N2 K.

“The cat is noisy when it eats.” Or you could say, “The times when the cat eats, it's noisy.”

"A|LELC} means “to be noisy/loud.”

Comparison
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See if you can guess which of these two sentences is more correct. 7/ give you a hint,

they're both grammatically correct but one of them sounds rather silly.

A. 225tH Q2[5 Bol & Ao a.
"When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”
B. 2=2¢d [l 22|5 BO| & A .

“When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”

Take a moment to think about what each of these examples mean literally, using the notes

we went over. When you've decided, read the next line.

Did you choose A? That's correct. But what if you guessed B? I said that both sentences are

grammatically correct, so let's take a look at what each of them mean.

A. Z2otH 22[5 WOl & Ao 8.

"When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”
This sentence uses the “verb stem + (2)3" form, so it means that this is a hypothetical
situation. “7f we get married, or when we get married (“in the event that we get married”),

we’re going to cook a lot!”

B. Z2& M 22| 0| & Ao .

“When we get married, we're going to cook a lot!”
This sentence uses the “verb stem + (2 /&) [If" form, so it means that this is referring to
the actual event in time. "At the time when we get married (in the chapel, at the very

moment when we become husband and wife, while I'm in my tuxedo, and you're in your

dress), we are going to cook a lot!” Although B is grammatically correct, it sounds silly.

Example Sentences with “If{"

Here are some examples of correct ways to use the “verb stem + (2/2) " form.
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=HE & o LSsHof = L.
"You need to focus when you do homework.”

"ZI=3ICH means “to concentrate/focus.”

L7t RS W ot=22 X WOl
"When I was young, I couldn't speak Korean.”
"0{2|C}" means “to be young (as a child),” and "O{RIC}" is the past tense of "0 2|LC}."

2 I HEES AKX OLM Q.
"Don’t use your cell phone when you're driving."

u.a_

"M SICH means “to drive (a vehicle),” and Z" means “cell phone” (literally "hand

phone”).
Conclusion
Once you understand the differences between these two forms, start using them as much as

possible. Practicing what you learn is the best way to get better at Korean, so keep

practicing and keep studying. Good luck in your studies!
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