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Learn Korean Ep. 16: Future Tense

Although it's called "future tense,” it's really more of a probable future tense than a definite
future tense —the Korean "future tense” might translate to “will,” or it might translate to
"would,” depending on how it's used. For now, just know that the future tense is used to

talk about things that “probably will happen,” and not things that " definitely will happen.”

There are two ways to make the future tense, and they're each a little different.

1. verb stem + Z(CH

Take the verb stem and add “Zl,” then add "C}” (if you want the plain form) or conjugate it

any way you'd like. Most often (as the future tense) it is used with the polite “~L|C}" form.

o1 H| st SLIM?

"When will you do it?”

‘Me otuof ZHEsU o

"I will go to school.”

2. verb stem + (2/2) + Zi(0|CH

Take the verb stem and add “&" if it ends in a consonant, or “2" if it ends in a vowel. Then

add “"Zd" and conjugate "O|C}" any way you'd like (“ZdO|C}" can also become just "7{LC}").

B4l TXE HE Aol

“Cheolsoo will eat pizza.”

J2{A e g AHof?

“So you're not going to do it?”

"~ZUCH vs. “2 Z40|CH’ (Form 1 vs. Form 2)
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You're probably wondering what the difference is between these two forms.

Form 1 ("~ZIC}") sounds a bit more polite than Form 2 ("= Z{0|LC}"). I would recommend
that you use Form 2 if you're not sure. Because Form 1 is more polite, it's often used with
the "~L|C}" form when making regular statements ("I will~," etc); if you choose to use Form

1, be polite when using it. It is also used in other non-polite situations, but I can go over that in another lesson.

The actual difference between Form 1 and Form 2

As this section is in purple, please skip it if this is your first time learning the future tense. For all those who are

interested, here is the actual difference between the two forms:

Using Form 1 puts more emphasis on the verb, and using Form 2 puts more emphasis on the subject of that

verb.

L7} StZCt.

This sentence would be similar to saying, "I will do it."

L7t & 7t

This sentence would be similar to saying, “I will do it."

The emphasis is not this strong, but I've exaggerated it to illustrate the difference.
Example Sentences

=2 0 32 BASLICH

"Korea will be really hot in the summer.”

=2 A2 2 F2 Ao 8.

“Korea will be really cold in the winter.”

Notice that certain Descriptive Verbs (such as those ending in "&") still retain their special

conjugation rules.

OILIOM & HolR?
"Where will we play at?”
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Verbs ending in “2" used with Form 2 simply drop the "2" before conjugating.

oM 2 HE AHoR?
“What will you eat at home?”

"

"#" is a shortened form of "2 2.

LY 22| 2L oM g HL ot
“Tomorrow we will meet at my grandmother’s house.”

"Eil" is an extra polite way to refer to someone’s house (instead of "&!").

a7t MaSHX] ERSLIN?
"Will he not be bored?”

"AAISICH means “to be bored.”

Notice how the future tense works in negative sentences as well (see Episode 7 for more

information on making negative sentences).

Me W stmof oF 24 AHoe.
"I will not go to school tomorrow.”

2 A O A OFF A= SR RS 7{OF.
"I will not say anything to that person.”

"OFRZd =" means "nothing,” and is used in negative sentences.

Conclusion

Once again, if you're not sure which form to use in regular conversation, use Form 2 — verb
stem + (2/2) ZA(0|C}) — as it's the most versatile. And practice it as much as possible.

Practice will make these concepts stick. Good luck in your studies!
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