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Learn Korean Ep. 17: Plain Form

The “plain form” is used quite often in Korean, but not in all situations. It should never be

used in polite conversations by itself.

When to use the plain form

Writing:

» News articles

> Essays

» Example sentences (in textbooks)
Speech:

» Talking to oneself

» Casual statements to friends
Grammar Forms:

% (frequently used in grammar forms)

Newspapers and essays are written using the plain form since they're not specifically
directed toward someone — you won't see a newspaper article or an essay written in
another form besides plain form, unless it was written specifically to be read in front of an

audience. Example sentences (including my own) are also often written in the plain form.

Plain form is used when talking to oneself; in English, we may say things like “"Oh, I forgot!”
to ourselves. In Korean, it is the same. As long as the statement isn't directed at the person
you are speaking to (meaning, as long as you're not ending your sentences with plain form),

you can use plain form in any situation for speaking to yourself.
Plain form is also used when making a casual statement to a friend. By statement, 1 mean
something that that would be similar to an announcement (I'll give examples in this lesson).

Plain form cannot be used for making questions.

Plain form is used in many grammar forms, such as for quoting people (see Episode 19).
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How to make the plain form

Here are the rules for conjugating the plain form:

Past Tense: (see Episode 15)
% verb stem + (O}/0{/etc) + AL}
Present Tense:
% Action Verbs:
o verb stem + (/=) + C}

% Descriptive Verbs:

o (no change)
Future Tense: (see Episode 16)
% verb stem + ZIC}

% verb stem + (2/8) + Z4O|C} ("Z4O|C}" can also be just "7{C}")

If you've already learned the past and future tenses, the only new one here is present tense.
For Action Verbs, take the verb stem and add “L" if it ends in a vowel, or =" if it ends in a
consonant; then add “Ct}.” For Descriptive Verbs, just leave them as they are (Descriptive

Verbs are already in plain form in the present tense)

Example Sentences

Here are examples of the plain form using each of these three tenses:

He= G0 Zict

“Cheolsoo goes to the hospital.”

"B 21" means "hospital.”

Lt= DAHE HEr

"I eat snacks.”

"TIAF means “"a snack” or “snacks.”

Since plain form isn't used in polite situations, just use “L}" when referring to yourself
(instead of “A").
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HOt= 22|t e/H =Lt
“Mom plays together with us.”

If the verb stem ends in "2" (here, "=L}"), just remove the "=" before conjugating it.

L7t & 34EL

"I made a mistake.”

.

"M 23BICH means “to make a mistake.”

L Eltet ota2tE S8E 7Ct

“Tomorrow I'll study Korean with a friend.”

=2 R &t

“Today is really cold.”

ot=0{ AlRO| otz o2 FLC}.
"The Korean test was very difficult.”

Wg o Yo uj7t nF At
not

eat, you will be hungry.”

ot @M L7} o|Z Cf H=CH!

"If you don't come I'm eating all of this!”

"0|4" is a short and informal form of “O|Z4d&."

I mentioned that the plain form can be used to make a casual statement to a friend; you
wouldn’t say this sentence to someone older than you or in a polite conversation, but it is

fine to use it to friends, almost as if you're announcing it to someone.

AH| A= A=S LICH

"Elvis left the building.”

Negative Plain Form
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To make negative sentences with the plain form, first change the verb to a negative form,

then apply the same rules as above. Simple, right!

Let me show you what it would look like (using “~X| 2LC}"). You can ignore this list below

if you already understand the same rules above.

Past Tense:
< verb stem + X| &QtC}
Present Tense:
% Action Verbs:
o verb stem + X| &&=C}
% Descriptive Verbs:

o verb stem + X| QtC}

Future Tense:
< verb stem + X| &ZIC}

< verb stem + X| & Z10|C} (“ZO|C}" can also be just “HLC}")

Note that you can also make sentences negative other ways, such as using “OF (see Episode

7 to learn about how to make negative sentences).

OXl= €= mZ5tx| 5%Lt.
"Yesterday I wasn't particularly tired.”

"H 2" means "particularly” and is used in negative sentences.

L= == ¢ oRct

[

"I don't drink alcohol.”
"OFA|CH means “to drink (something),” and “&" means alcohol.
1 AR E2FFEX| S Lt

“That person will not help.”
"I QFFLC} means “to help (someone).”

Two Small Exceptions
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The verbs "QICI" and "GIC}H" are exceptions. Although they are normally classified as Action
Verbs in other grammar forms (see Episode 13), here they act like Descriptive Verbs — their

plain forms are simply "Q/C}" and "giC}.”

Conclusion

Now that you know the plain form, you're going to notice it a lot all around you. Try
reading a news article — even if you can’t understand all of it, you'll see the plain form
everywhere. Surprise your Korean friends by talking to yourself in Korean; just don't talk to

yourself too much or they'll think you're crazy! Good luck in your studies!
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