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Learn Korean Ep. 21: How to speak polite Korean

Unless your purpose for learning Korean is to communicate only with friends at school, or
maybe with a boyfriend or girlfriend, knowing how to speak polite Korean will be necessary
and beneficial to everyone. In this lesson I'll first go over the situations where it's okay to
speak casually in Korean — by “casually” I mean using slang, removing the "8" at the end of

verb conjugation, etc. Then I'll go over ways to speak politely.

When it's okay to speak casually:
In some situations, it can be better to speak casually — or at the very least, acceptable.

Close friends of the same age or younger
Boyfriend / Girlfriend

Small children

Family members

Animals

AN N N NN

When given permission

By “close friend,” I mean someone who you're already well acquainted with; it's not
acceptable to use casual speech the first time you're meeting someone, even if they're
being introduced as a new friend. Make sure they're the same age as you or younger as

well before speaking casually.
It's fine to use casual language with a boyfriend or girlfriend, even if they are older than you.
However, some couples might still prefer using at least some level of politeness when

speaking to each other, so it depends on the couple’s wants. In general, it's acceptable.

When speaking with small children, it's okay to speak casually. You're free to speak politely

as well, but it's not expected.

It's also fine to speak casually to other family members, including parents, though you may

sometimes hear people speak politely to their parents — this is simply a matter of choice.
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When speaking to animals (these situations can happen), only use casual speech. It can be

seen as impolite to speak politely to an animal, while speaking the same level to a human.

On a case by case basis, some Koreans may give you permission to speak casually, even if

they are older than you. In these cases, feel free to do so.

For all other situations, you will need to speak polite Korean. But speaking polite Korean

isn't as difficult, or tedious, as it may sound. Let's go over how to do it.

How to speak polite Korean:

Use the "~8 form" or “~L|C} form”
Use A instead of L}
Avoid slang and abbreviations

Use particles and markers

AN N NN

Use polite forms of particles
Use the "~Q" form, or the "~L|C}" form, when speaking (for how to conjugate the "~8"

form, see Episode 2). I'll go over how to conjugate the “~L|C}” form in this lesson.

Use “X|" when referring to yourself instead of “L}." Also, avoid using “L{” when referring to
other people in any non-casual situation. Even in many casual situations, "L§" can sound
rude, as it is considered another step lower in politeness; the same goes for calling out to

people by saying “OF."

Avoid slang, of course, but also be careful of abbreviations. A common abbreviation is "A|,”
which is a shortened form of “Zd0|.” It isn't rude in itself at all, but it should be avoided in

situations where you need to be polite.
Use particles (such as the Topic Marker, the Subject Marker, and Object Markers) wherever

they normally should be used. It's common when speaking informally to leave them off, but

it's proper to return them to their natural habitat when speaking politely.
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Use the polite forms of particles when you're able to. An example would be using "74|"
instead of "Of| A|" (“to” or "from” a person — see Episode 8) whenever referring to someone

"

who you should normally show respect to, such as a teacher ("M% =l") or when saying
"H o H " It would be best to use “7H|" in these situations, or perhaps "0f| A" if you're not
certain, but it would be a bit impolite to use "SHE|(A),” which is casual. Another example is

using "2}/1}" for connecting words together, instead of the casual "(O)&" (see Episode 20).

Good examples:
HYEHH =8 2AN L.

"I received a present from the teacher.”

XFQt 2g HANS.
“T ate with a fr

iend.”

Bad examples:

MYt M d=E 2AA L.

"I received a present from the teacher.”

A7 ¢ eoloa.

"I ate with a friend.”

This sentence is actually correct, and fine to use when speaking in a regular situation (since
it uses the "~Q" form), but it does not sound that polite because of its use of "&;" it should

therefore not be used in any formal situation.

There are other ways to sound polite as well, but these are the most basic and essential tips

to follow.

ll~ Ll Er" form
You may have heard that the “~L|Ct" form (e.g. " L|C}," or “@'L|Ct") is only used in formal
situations. While it's true that it is used in formal situations, it can also be used in regular

situations when the speaker wants to sound a little extra polite — such as meeting people

for the first time who are older than you, or for job interviews. Here's how to conjugate it:
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Just take the verb stem (the verb with the “C}" removed) and add either “& L|C}" if it ends

nAL

in a vowel, or "&L|C}" if it ends in a consonant.

Take the verb “7}C},"” “to go.”
1. Remove the "C}" = "7}"

2. It ends in a vowel, so add "= L|C}" = "ZFL|CH”

Take the verb "HHLC},” “to eat.”
1. Remove the "C}" = "&H”"

2. It ends in a consonant, so add "&L|C}" = "HGL|C}

The only exception is for verbs that end with “2" — in these cases, simply remove the “=."

Take the verb “&fC}” “to live.”
1. Remove the "C}" = "4A”
2. Itendsin “2," so remove it = "A}"

3. Now it ends in a vowel, so add “& L|C}" = "AFL|CH

This can work with any verb tense. Here are a few more examples:

Let's try “Z}C}” in the past tense (see Episode 15):
1. Take the past tense of "7}LCt,"” without any additional conjugation = "ZfC}"
2. Remove the "C}" = "Zt"
3. It ends in a consonant, so add "&L|C}" = "Zr&LCH

Note that all past tense forms will add “&L|C}” since all past tense verb stems end in “A".

Let's try “®C}” in the future tense with “~ZlIC}” (see Episode 16):
1. Take the future tense of "HLC}," without any additional conjugation = "= ZIC}"
2. Remove the "C}" = "HZ"

3. It ends in a consonant, so add "&L|C}" = "HASL|C}
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Note that all future tense conjugations using “~ZICt" will add "&L|Ct." However, there is

one more way to make the future tense, as we learned in Episode 16.

Let’s try “®C}” in the future tense with “= /2 Z0|C}” (see Episode 16):

1. Take the future tense of "HLC}," without any additional conjugation = "#& Z0|C}"
2. Remove the "C}" = "HZ Z10]|"
3.

It ends in a vowel, so add "g L|C} = "HS ZQQAL|C}H (or "HS ZL|C}H)

Here are some example sentences using the “~L|C}” form:

otuof Zuct.

I go to school.”

A EHE ot AFLLH

"l am using the computer.”

"HEE(E) SICH means “to use the computer.”

"I exercised today.”

"= (S) SICH means “to exercise.”

Sl

ot 0| AHO| o{HIHSLI N
"Was the Korean test difficult?”

=H 7tM &2 sH L
"I'm going to a club and dancing.”
"= 3" means “a club,” and

II%(%) $—E|’” means "tO dance,”

SHH 7tM &2 & duh

“I will go to a club and dance.”

"HL|C}" is another way to say "Zd IL|C}" (future tense), and is still polite.

=410| Yo o™ EHSLICH

"I hope that the food is to your liking.”
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"Q10| SECH means “to be to one’s liking (food)” — it literally means “to match the mouth.”

Read over this lesson again, and practice making your own sentences using the "~L|LC}"
form. Being polite in Korean, when in the right situations, will earn you respect from others,

and show Koreans that you appreciate and truly understand their culture.
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