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Learn Korean Ep. 22: “Because”

There are a few ways to say "because,” and they're each a bit different. Let's go over the

most important ones you should know.

(noun / v.s. + 7|) + [[H—E— + (0f] / o|C})

This is the polite and standard way of saying "because.” If you only want to learn one

way to say “because” from this lesson, then this is the one you're looking for.

To simplify this form, just take a noun (or a verb turned into a noun using “7|") and add
"[I}&2." Then, depending how you're using it, add either “0j|” or a conjugation of “O|C}."
When used to connect sentences together (in the middle of a sentence), attach “0j.” When

you're ending the sentence with it, attach a conjugation of the verb "O|C}.”

N Ol= AtEo]7] WEo XS ot K.

“Because I am American, I like pizza.”

L =t 7k7] W20 2= LH Xjof =i Q.
"Because I go to school tomorrow, I need to sleep early today.”

"R is an adverb that means “early.”

{ w2 0|of!
"It's because of you!”

(=Rl

Using "I{&" after a person has a negative meaning. Instead of using "l &,” use "thanks to~"

— "thanks to~" is "EH&."

Ottt S Z0l0fl L.
“It's thanks to you, dad.”

vs. + (2)L] 7}

Take the verb stem and add "© L|7}" after a consonant, or “L|7}" after a vowel. This is an

informal way of saying "because.” It's not rude, but it shouldnt be used in polite situations.
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7|ZU0| F0JL| 7t 20| EotLe.
"Because Keykat is a bear, he has a lot of fur.”

"Z" means “a bear,” and "&" means "hair (not on the head).”

L7t ZRYOLIT S B & ALk
“Because I studied, I will do well on the test.”

"N () & ELCH" means “to do well on a test” ("A|™&H (&) ELC}" means "to take a test”).

v.s. + (0{/0}/etc) + Af

Take the verb stem and add "O}" or "0{" (etc), as normally added when conjugating the "2 "
form (see Episode 2 for how to conjugate the "Q" form). This form is for connecting a

cause and effect.

urS BrO| BOjM BT 22K,
“I'm full because I ate a lot of food.”
"Hi (7)) B 2L} means “to be full (not hungry).”

A2 ZIE0] O Kb ISR,

O
I'm tired because I sleep only a little.”

"I|- =2 SFCH means “to be tired.”
"2 50" means “only a little” (used in negative sentences).

M= gArErA ZCHoi| ZHoF &l L Tt

"I have to go to the military because I am a man.”

"TL" means “the military.”

When using "O|C}" with this form, it becomes "O|2} A" after a consonant, and "2t A" after a

vowel.

This form is also used in another way, but I won't cover that in this lesson. For now, just

know that this form can be used to mean "because” when connecting a cause and an effect.
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Intermediate Notes

I'd like to go over a few more ways to say "because” in Korean. These are all intermediate, so please skip them if

this is your first time learning the above material, as they will probably not be useful to you yet.
v.s. + 7|0

This form is less common. In addition to “because,” this form also has the feeling of “so

HOP7F LiZb e E S 0K

“Iinvited a friend because my mother left.”

"My mom left so I invited a friend.”

"Z2" is a more casual, spoken form of “7|0j,” but has the same meaning.
v.s. + 21

This form is used to mean “because” whenever the reason is negative. In English, we might say “I'm tired

because I exercised too hard.” This form can therefore be used to express regret.

ogE st=gta of£0 S RALE.
"I was late for an appointment because I was doing my makeup.”
"31EH(2) SICH means “to do makeup.”

"fo_ﬁ-Oﬂ =C}" means "to be late for an appointment.”

Conclusion

I recommend practicing these three ways of making “because” as much as possible. And if

you only pick one, focus on the "[l{&" form.
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