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Learn Korean Ep. 26: “While”

This lesson will cover how to say “while,” such as in the sentence, “I ate while running.” Or,
"I ate while you talked.” English uses the same "while” for both of these, but Korean has two
separate words depending on whether the same person is doing both actions, or different

people are doing the actions.

verb stem + (2)HA]

Take the verb stem and add "© ™ A" if it ends in a consonant, or “"HA{" if it ends in a vowel.

This form can be used only when the same person is doing both actions. You could use
this form if you wanted to say "I ate while running.” However, you could not use this form if

you wanted to say “I ate while you talked.”

L= ZEIHAM &S HACK

"I ate while running.”

"EFZ|CH means “to run.”

verb stem + (=) SQH0|

Take the verb stem and attach "&=" (for the present tense), then add "= 2t0.” You'll often
see this form used with the progressive tense (see Episode 24), but it can be used in any

other tense you'd like.
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This form can be used when different people are doing the actions. You could use this
form if you wanted to say “I ate while you talked.” However, this form can also be used

when the same person is doing both actions — just like the previous form.

L7t M s Sekol [ 7+ O] oF7 | Lt
"I ate while you talked.”

Remember to state who is doing the action whenever the same person isn't doing both.

AlgdE Be S0 AEES 24X OHM| L.

=
“Don't use your cell phone while taking a test.”

by a0 As Setof ™t ALt

“I got a phone call while in the bathroom.”

"FM3H7h 2LH means “to get a phone call” (literally, “a phone call comes”).

17

A" means “bathroom.”

tot

Advanced Notes

As this section is more advanced, it has been written in purple. Please skip this section if it is your first time

learning “while.” There are two additional ways to say “while” in Korean.

verb + 7}

Take the verb and attach “7}." By “verb,” I mean the original verb without any changes. This form also means
“while,” and the difference is that this form is often used to state something that happened “while” the first

action was taking place.

&2 Xoh7t Hojol M Eo{ L
"I fell down from the bed while I was sleeping.”

"XICH" means "a bed” and "= O X|C}" means “to fall down.”

Z20{7ICt =5 FRL

“While T was walking I picked up some money."

"&LI" means "to pick up.”

verb stem + 11 9l= =0
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Take the verb stem and add "11" and "QI&" (this is using the progressive tense), then add "&0{|." The literal

meaning of “&" is “middle,” so this literally means “in the middle of doing.” As such, it can also be translated as

“while doing.”

SEot As o H=tot 2o

u

I got a phone call while studying.”

Conclusion

Skip the above purple section if this is your first time learning “while,” as the first two ways
are really the most important ones to learn for now. Try making your own sentences with
both of them; practicing what you study is the best way to become skilled at speaking

Korean.
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