Learn Korean Ep. 34: “Can” and “Can’t”

This lesson will go over how to say “can” and “can't” in Korean. Specifically, this is for talking
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about things that a person is capable of doing, or not capable of doing.

Can: verb stem +

Can’t: verb stem +

=/2 * J(?AIEI-
g/a 4 QiC}

Take the verb stem and add “&" if it ends in a consonant, or “2" if it ends in a vowel. Then

Sk A

o 4 910|8.
“I can do it."

“I can't eat it.”

"SICH ("to not exist”) if you want to say “can’t.”

add == Finally, attach the verb "QIC}" ("to exist”) if you want to say “can.” Attach the verb

It's pretty straightforward. Let's look at some real example sentences.

L Aol 2 4 9lof?

“Can you go to the restaurant tomorrow?”
"AlGH means “restaurant.”

OjsiE = gl S0|EAM 2.

“Ask me if you can't understand.”

"O| 8| SICH means “to understand,” and “&0{ ECt" means “to ask.”

GO! Billy Korean
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M4l ¥ 4 U0t TPole,

“Cheolsoo said that he can do it.”

Can’t: verb stem + X| 23s}C}

Here's one more form to learn — a second way to say “can't.” It's a bit shorter and simpler.

Take the verb stem and add "X|,” then add the verb "Z23}C}." If the verb that you're working

"=

with is just the verb "SIC}" then all you have to do is change it to "23}C}" and you're done.

2.

"I can't do it.”

He= o E Zelg.

"I can't speak English.” (Literally this means “I can't do English”)

M= f#E OHAMX Zg ot

“T can't drink milk."
Additional Notes

There is one more way to say “can't” in Korean, and it's even simpler than the above two methods. However,
because the rules to apply it are not simple, I'm putting it into a separate section. Feel free to read this section

over if you're interested, but learn the above forms first.
2 + Pure-Korean verb

Isn't that simple? Just add “&" before a Pure-Korean verb, and you're done. But what is a Pure-Korean verb?
Check out the PDF lesson file for Episode 7, in which I go over this in more detail. If you already know what a

Pure-Korean verb is, then feel free to use this form.

2 7I8.
"I can't go.”

2 goja.

“T couldn’t do it.”

GO! Billy Korean
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2= 2 201 Yo .

“He said that he can't come today.”

Conclusion

Feel free to skip the above purple section if this is your first time learning how to say “can”

and “can’t,” as it contains more intermediate level information.

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

GO! Billy Korean



