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Learn Korean Ep. 43: Possessive Marker

You've probably seen and used the Possessive Marker before many times, but let's go over

it in a bit more detail.
"2' n

The Possessive Marker acts kind of like an “apostrophe s” in English ('s), in that it shows that

someone or something belongs to someone or something else.

Although it's written "9|,” whenever it's used as the Possessive Marker, it's pronounced "0f."
However, if you really want to, or if you forget, you can still pronounce it "9Q|," it's just less
common.

Let's look at some examples:

ISP,

“my car”

"Zl 21" means “job” or "occupation.”
"X o|" ("my” — polite) can also be, and is more often, shortened to "X|.”

"LEo|” ("my” — for casual situations when speaking to people you know who are the same

age as you or younger), can also be shortened to "L{."

"149|," ("your” — for casual situations when speaking to people you know who are the same
age as you or younger), be shortened to “l|.” However, because "4|"” sounds so similar to
"L,” more often you'll hear "H|" pronounced as "L|" instead. In writing, it will still be written
K
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The Possessive Marker can also be used to connect two nouns, even though it might not

directly mean that one necessarily owns the other one. In this way, it can translate to "of.”

AtEel

oot

“the power of love”

But if this seems a bit confusing, feel free to just translate it as an "apostrophe s” like

before, and you'll still get a translation that at least makes sense.

Al.EI-gl

o

ook

“love’s power”
Here are some more examples:

4o sHE AR L.
"1

helped my younger sibling do their homework.”

gLl 7hyE S0 ERO R,
"I carried the old lady's bag.”

"=0{ E2|Ct" means “to carry (for someone).”
Advanced Note

You might sometimes see combination words in Korean — words built from two words
smashed together into one. In these, you'll often find a lone " A" directly between them.
There are tons of words like this, but here are just a couple of examples:
H%HOFII = Il—ol—lll and IIHOFII

=]

uol_EAHOI_M - ”Ol'EH" and MHOI_M

Whenever you see a "A" between two words, such as in the two cases above, know that the
"A" is actually a contraction of "2|."
II_?_I HOFII 9 Il—or_lgl HOFII

A
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The "A" is there because originally there was a “"2|" separating the two nouns. You'll see

words like these quite often in Korean.

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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