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Learn Korean Ep. 58: Should and Should Not

Let's learn how to say "should" and "should not" in Korean.

Should:
Verb Stem + H EC}

Take the verb stem, and attach ™, then the verb ZCL}. This literally means, "It's good if you

do something."

wo| =XotH Eot.

"You should hurry up and do your homework."

YRO0| 7tH Fot.

"You should go to the hospital.”

=0 E O 245 SFIH Fota.

"You should study Korean harder."

Should Not:
Verb Stem + ™ 9t E|C}

Take the verb stem, and attach ™, then the verb @t E|C}. This literally means, "It won't be

good if you do something."

Wt =0 25 dHE e R

"You shouldn't cross the street when it's a red light." (Z4L4CF = "to cross")

O Ho™ Ot Eje.
"You shouldn't eat that."

=8 AlZHol| At et =i,

"You shouldn't sleep in class time."
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Advanced Notes:
There are additional ways to say "should."
Verb Stem + @ E|C}

This literally means "It's good if you do something." E|Ct in this usage means "to be okay" or "to be

acceptable.”

g ot =i,
"You should just do it."

StH EICEH
"You should do it."

This is one of the Korean military's mottos.

Verb Stem + = Z0| WL}

This literally means "It's better to do." R} means "to be preferred” or "to be better."

7t= Al Lot
"You should go."

Al is an abbreviation of Z0|.

Notice how Lt conjugates to LHOHS in the 2 form. You can also use this with adverbs such as O
(5 WLt = "even/much better").

There are also additional ways to say "should not."

Negative Verb Stem + £ Z0| StC}

This literally means "It's better to not do." Its usage is the same as the above form, only opposite.

o St= A WL

"It's better if you don't."
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Verb Stem + H ¢t

OF

c}

This literally means "It's not good if you do."

77| 7t ¢t Fotg.

=

b

"It's not good if you go there." Or, "You shouldn't go there."

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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