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Learn Korean Ep. 74: “Do it"

Today | wanted to talk about two ways that you can make commands in Korean. A
command is basically telling someone, or commanding someone, to do something. For

example, telling someone “do it” or “go” or “eat your vegetables.”

But this doesn't mean that you have to act like a king ordering someone to do something.
Commands in can be polite too. In English, we can simply add “please” before a command
to make it polite. Instead of our previous three examples, we can have “please do it" or

“please go” or “please eat your vegetables.” We can also have polite commands in Korean.

Making a polite command in Korean is simple. Here's how to make it.

Polite Command:
Verb Stem + (2)M|2

Take a verb stem, which is just a verb with the Cf removed, and attach 2 M| 2 if it ends in a

consonant, or attach Al|2 if it ends in a vowel.

For a quick example, StCF would become SHM| R, and S1Ct [pronounced "] would
become 22AM 8.

However, if a verb stem ends in 2, then you remove the 2 before using this form.
So =L}, “to play,” would become A 8.

Here are a few examples of polite commands.

Xz Std 8.

"Do it now (please).”

o7 EM K.

“Look here (please).”
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AZIZ BoN 8.
“Take

a photo (please).”
"AE(E)

B} means "to take a photo.”
2Ol A = M|R. "Play outside (please).”

However, certain verbs will change completely when combined with this form. This is
because this form is actually part of honorific Korean speech, which I'll talk about later. You
don't need to learn it right now, but just know that the verb ®HLC}, “to eat,” will become

EM8, and not H2M L. I'll talk about Aonorific speech more in a future video.

Using Ml & to make a command is useful in almost all situations, but it's not the best way to
give a command to a close friend. Instead, when you're speaking casually to a friend who's

the same age as you or younger, there's another way that you can make a command.

Making a casual command in Korean is simple if you know how to conjugate the & form.

Here's how to make a casual command.

Casual Command:
2 Form -2

Just take the 2 form, remove the £ at the end, and you're done. Here are a few examples.

Lt7t.

“Leave.”

"nou

L}ZtCH means “to leave,” “to go out.”

] of!

"Do it quickly!”

A%E of Yo,

“Eat more kimchi.”
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Advanced Notes
8 Form - 8 + FA&

While polite commands are appropriate for most situations, there will be times when you really want
to say "please” in a sentence. To add the actual meaning of “please” (such as in “please do this for

me") when asking favors, add the verb Z=LC} (“to give") conjugated with (2)M . Here's an example.
SICE > 3 - 8 > of + FAHa > s FAHa.

Mol =HE o FAMK.

“Please do my homework (for me).”

HYs UE0 FM L.

“Please make dinner (for me).”

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on
YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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