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Learn Korean Ep. 93: Korean Honorifics (Part 1 of 2)

"Honorifics” is only one part of Korean politeness levels. In order to understand honorifics,
we'll first need to understand how and when to use the regular ~2 form, the ~L|C} form,
as well as know about Bt (casual Korean). These forms are all covered in other episodes in
this series, so | won't re-teach them here. Make sure to know all of those forms well before

beginning this lesson.

The ~8 form and ~L|C} form are used to show respect to the person who you're speaking
to. However, the person you're speaking to isn't always the same person who you're talking
about. For example, you could be speaking with your best friend (using g2, and talking
about his or her father. In this case, it would be good to show extra respect toward the

father, but not toward your best friend.

Honorific speech is used to show respect to someone who you are speaking about, but not

specifically to show respect to the person you're talking to. Here's an example sentence.

Ot X| 7} O C[off /{2
"Where's dad?”

This sentence uses the ~& form, so the speaker is likely talking with someone who they
want to show respect to. But the ~8 form by itself doesn’'t show any respect to the person
who you're talking about. While this sentence is grammatically correct, it does not show any
extra respect to the father. L} (“to exist”) is a regular verb, that here is referring to the

father, and does not show any extra respect.

Instead of ULt (“to exist”), we can use a different verb that will show more respect toward
the subject of that verb. In this case, we can use the honorific verb AA|C} (“to exist”)

instead to add extra respect toward the father. We'll show this example in a moment.
To repeat, honorific speech does not change the amount of respect to the person we are

speaking with, but only to the person who we are talking about (unless the person we are

talking about is the same person we are speaking to).
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Here's how we can change the previous sentence to use honorific speech, to show extra

respect to the father.

Ot X[ 7} O C[Off AMR?
"Where's dad?”

Using AIM L (from AIA|ICH shows extra respect toward the dad, but not toward the person

we're speaking to. In fact, we can change the sentence to B2 and still use the verb A A|CE,

Ot X[ 7} Of C|Off A A{?
"Where's dad?”

This sentence could be said to a close friend or sibling, and still shows extra respect to the
father.

This is the basics of how honorific speech works. It shows respect to the person who you
are speaking about. For example, this might be a teacher, an adult, a stranger, and anyone
who you have a business relationship with. The usage situations are similar to when you

would normally use the ~L|Ct form.

You will not use honorific when talking about close friends, boyfriends or girlfriends, small

children, or animals.
Asking Questions with Honorifics

Often, the person who you are talking about is also the same person who you are talking to.
This happens whenever you're asking a question to someone about themselves. For example,

you might ask a stranger how to get to the bank.

20 ofZA Zt=X] OtM K2

“Do you know how to go to the bank?”
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OFM[2 comes from the honorific verb OFA|C} (“to know”), which comes from the regular

verb Lt (“to know"). We'll talk about how to make honorific verbs soon.

Of course, we could have also conjugated the sentence this way, and it would be

grammatically correct:

=0 oA 7t=X| ZotR?

"Do you know how to go to the bank?”
But using ¥ Lt instead of OFA|Ct doesn’t show any extra respect to the person we're talking
about (here, the listener). Since this question would likely be asked to a stranger, it would

be better to use honorifics.

Let's talk about how to change a regular verb into an honorific verb.
Verb Stem + (2)A|LCt

Take a verb stem and attach 2 A|Ct if it ends in a consonant, or attach A|Ctif it ends in a

vowel. Verb stems ending in 2 will drop the 2.

This will become ~(2)M & in the & form, ~&LICt in the ~L|C} form, or ~A in casual

speech, among many other ways. Here are a few various examples:

SICH > StM|R, SHYLICH StA, SHA|E

AUtk > BoN e, WoNL|T, LoD, Loyl

O[C} > O|Ml 8, O] LICt OA[Z, O| =6

Before we go on, let's talk about using this form as ~(2)A| 2.

Verb Stem + (2)M| 2

The ~8 form has many uses. One of its uses is for making polite commands — we can do
the same with ~(2)A| 2.
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You can use the ~(2)M &2 form to make regular statements, questions, and to give
commands that sound polite. This is similar to using the word “please” in English when

asking for something. Here are some examples:

M.

"Please give (it to) me.”

SN 2.
"Please do (it).”

7tM 8.

"Please go.”

Remember that the ~8 form, and by extension the ~(2)M & form, can also be used in

statements and questions. Here's an example of a sentence with various politeness levels:

H4E0] 237
Mol K2
MAYO| kA2

Mol Hord Lt

“What is the teacher doing?”
Unique Honorific Verbs

Not all verbs use the ~(2)A|Ct form to become honorific (such as AlA|C}H. Here are the

most common ones:

ULE > A ALt "to exist”

BICE > 2F AIAICE "to not exist”

HCH > EAICH "to eat”

XtCE > R AL "to sleep”

&Lt > SOF7FAILCH “to die” (literally, “to go back”)
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Here are some examples:

OfHLI= X5 &ofl 2t AM L.

“Mom is not at home now.”

ddH2 o0 gas =N K.

“The teacher ate lunch already.”

Note that if a verb has its own honorific verb form, you have to use it. So using H2A|LC}

would be incorrect.

2 N0

"Did you sleep well?”

O X| 7t ZO0F7hg & LT

"My grandfather passed away.”

Honorific Nouns

Not only do we need to use honorific verbs when we're using honorific speech, we also

need to use honorific nouns. Here's an example:

At > &2 “person”

Both At and & mean “person,” but = is used to show extra respect to that “person” who

you're talking about.

So if you want to say that a teacher is a good person, you could say this:

HdEHol F2 =0lM L.

“The teacher is a good person.”

GO! Billy Korean



Page 6 of 8

This sentence uses an honorific verb, O|C}, here as O| M| 2, and the honorific noun &. We

could also say this sentence:

HEHol T2 ArE0[0] K.

“The teacher is a good person.”
This sentence is grammatically correct, but it doesn't show any extra respect to the teacher.
Here are the most commonly used honorific nouns:
AtEh > & “person”
& > © "house”

LtO] > ¢l "age”

0|5 > g%
Examples

Let's look at a few examples using everything that we've covered.

ddgel =ol ofCiMR?

o
"Where is the teacher’'s house?”

Since O|M|2 here comes after a vowel, it shortens to M| 8.

Ottt O] EM0].
“My dad ate a lot.”

AM 7 oA E[M L2

“How old are you?”

X 20| £=7H Q7
“Who is that person?”
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Advanced Notes
QO AICt and 12 A|C}

You might see either of these verbs used instead of AlA|CE and 2t A AICE Using these verbs to show
extra respect to a person would be /ncorrect. However, it is acceptable to use these verbs when
referring to a thing (and not a person). For example:

=H7E A2M K2

“Is there any homework?”

Using the verbs this way shows extra respect to the person you're talking about — in this case, the
person you're speaking with (the teacher, most likely). These verbs can only be used in this way when
speaking directly to the person who you're talking about. In these cases, using AlA|Ct would be

incorrect — for example, X7t A M| & is grammatically wrong.

The same applies to the verb O|Ct (“to be"). It can be used in the same way, as O|A|C}. For example:

5 HRI0|M 8.
“That’'s 500 Won.”

Honorific Progressive Tense

When using honorifics with the progressive tense (~1 RULC}), change both the verb before to an
honorific, and also change ULt to A ALt For example:

L7 FRAID AM L.

"Grandmother is sleeping.”

However, if the first verb does not have its own unique honorific verb (such as 7t} which becomes

ZFAIER, then it's not necessary to change it. For example:

OtH{ | = OfL|of 7t A M K?
"Where is dad going?”

It's not necessary to use 7tA|Z (from ZHA|CH because 7tCt does not have a unique honorific verb

form, and 7} is preferable.
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Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!
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