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Learn Korean Ep. 96: Passive Verbs

In order to learn about passive verbs, we first have to talk about two important topics —

passive voice and active voice.
Passive Voice & Active Voice

First, if a sentence is in "passive voice” then it's not in "active voice,” and if a sentence is in

"active voice” then it's not in “passive voice.”
Here is an example of a sentence that is in active voice.
The lion ate the rabbit.
And here is the same sentence written in passive voice.
The rabbit was eaten by the lion.

Active voice is much more commonly used than passive voice, but both are important to

know.
Active Voice

When a sentence is in active voice, the subject of that sentence is the person (or thing) that

is doing something. Or, the subject is what you are directly describing.

In the sentence “The lion ate the rabbit,” the lion is the subject. Here, the subject (the lion)

is doing something. The lion eats the rabbit.

Passive Voice

When a sentence is in passive voice, the subject of that sentence is not the person (or thing)

that is doing something. Instead, the subject is being affected by an action.
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In the sentence “"The rabbit was eaten by the lion,” the subject isn't the lion. The subject is

the rabbit. The rabbit is being affected by the action of being eaten.

In addition, in the passive version there is no need to say who or what does the action. In
our example passive sentence, we don't actually need to say “by the lion.” Just the sentence
"The rabbit was eaten” already uses the passive voice. Because of this, the passive voice can
sometimes sound vague (“Who or what ate that rabbit?”), or sound like someone is

speaking backwards.

Most sentences in English and Korean will be in active voice. Active voice is the most

common and clear way of speaking — and it's the most direct.

How to Use the Passive Voice

To change an active sentence in Korean to the passive voice, you only need to change the

active verb for a passive verb.

For example, instead of L} (“to eat”), we can use the passive verb “to be eaten” (H3|CH.

Here is how that would look:

AR E7|E MU0 L.
"The lion ate the rabbit.”

ENNZE (ALRHOA) BHE o R,
“The rabbit was eaten (by the lion).”

To specify who the subject is being affected by, use the particle oAl (or O] for inanimate
objects).

Although there are a lot of passive verbs in Korean, you can get a lot of mileage out of

learning only a few of the most common ones. Here is one of the most commonly used

passive verbs.
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E|Ct
to be okay,

n u n u

“to become, to function”

Since you're learning about passive verbs, you've most likely seen E|Ct used before many
times. This verb is the passive form of the regular active verb StCt (“to do”).

If an action verb uses SICt and the SICH can be separated (for example, &5 (&) StCt is
okay, while ZO0}SILH is not because SHEF can't be separated, and I|=StCt is not because
it's a descriptive verb), simply change the SICt into E|Ct to make it a passive verb. Here's an
example:

Z=H|(E) SICt > “to prepare”

Z=H|(7h =Tt > "to be prepared”

Ct =H|RO K.
‘| prepared it all.”

Ch E=HHA 2.

“It was all prepared.”

PN
AL
Xk
AL

A
A

2) StCt > “to start”

| 2
|ZH(O]) E|CF > “to be started”

TE2 8 A0 AIROR.

"Class started at 8 o'clock.”

TE2 8 A0 AIRHIO R,

"Class was started at 8 o'clock.”

0|38l(Z) 3ICt > “"to understand”
0|38l(7hH E|Ct > “"to be understood”
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=X E Olsi Mo R?

"Did you understand the homework?”

=Xt Ol5i =01 _?

"Was the homework understood?”

FE(2) SICt > "to order”
Py |
T =

(0]) E|C} > "to be ordered”

M7t =28 40| EA0 K.

“The food that | ordered arrived.”

F28 40| ZH 0L,

“The food that was ordered arrived.”

Unique Passive Verbs
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Not every action verb ends with S}C}, but Korean has some unique passive verbs that can

be used in place of regular action verbs.
HS|CH > “to be eaten.” This comes from S} (“to eat”).

M= K= HAN K.

= T1A

"l ate the cheese.”

HOl|A X=7F HRoR.

1 AN

“The cheese was eaten by me.”

MO|CH 5 "to be written,” “to be used.” This comes from 2L} (“to write,” “to use”).

R7 AT M o

"a book that | use often”
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ApE Mol

“a book that is used often”
HHCH - “to be changed.” This comes from HHELC} (“to change”).

H 842 HEA R,

“I changed my personality.”

M 840 BHRAOI K.

"My personality was changed.”

Ho|c}

HO|C} means “to be seen.” It comes from 2L} (“to see”). And EO|L} is used to mean that
someone is able to see something. So a better translation is “to be visible.” Here's an

example.

H0 d=0| 2t HO Q.
“Chul-so0's face is not seen.”
“Chul-so0's face is not visible.”

"l can’t see Chul-soo's face.”

An even more natural way to translate =2 O|C} is using active voice in English — “to be able

to see.” Here's another example:

7|0 20|= &olo .
“It's the house that is seen over there.”
“It's the house that is visible over there.”

“It's the house that you can see over there.”
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=L2|Ct means “to be heard.” It comes from =L} (“to hear”). And =2|LCt is used to mean
that someone is able to hear something. So a better translation is “to be audible.” Here's an

example.

Hpo 54271 o 588,
“Chul-so0's voice is not heard.”
“Chul-so0's voice is not audible.”

"l can’t hear Chul-soo’s voice.”

An even more natural way to translate =2|C} is using active voice in English — “to be able

to hear.” Here's another example:

Sl =il
“Is it heard well?”
“Is it audible well?”

“Can you hear it well?”

Notes on HO|C} and &2|C}

Since EO|C} and =2|Ct are used when talking about things that you can or can't see and
hear, you might wonder if it's okay to instead just use these verbs:

A
= T ULk

“can see...”

mjn
mjo

% ot

“can hear..."
It's okay to use these forms instead, but know that these are active voice and are not

passive voice. Although 20O|C} and S2|Ct are passive verbs, they are both more commonly

used than their active forms. Here’'s an example of each form:
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a0l 2Bg E 4
o

Haof H=0f QF

=
"l can’t see Chul-soo’s face and | can’t hear his voice.”

2Lt

nm u

“to get,” “to receive”

Some active verbs can become passive verbs using 2fC} (“to get,” “to receive”).

7#%(%)

(2) AlIZICt > "to move (emotionally),

A E) SICF > “to love”
AH2HE) 2} S “to be loved”

Z4(2) SICt > "to respect”

Z4 () Bt > "to be respected”

HZ|Ct 5 “to throw away”

H2l(2) &Lt > "to be thrown away”

nou

to touch (emotionally)”

I > “to be moved (emotionally),” “to be touched (emotionally)”

Action Verb Stem + O}/0{/etc. + X|C}

For many other verbs, you can use this form to change active voice into passive voice.

Take a verb stem and conjugate it as if you were conjugating the 8 form. Instead of &,

attach X|Ct. Then conjugate this however you'd like. Here are some examples:

ZLCt > "to give”

FO{X[Ct > "to be given”
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LS CH > “to make”
S O] X|CF 5 “to be made”

LHR2 BHSOIT MAS MolR,

1O =2 A

"I bought a desk made of wood.”

™MSICH > "to decide (something),” “to set (something)”
i X|Ct > “to be decided,” “to be set”

ol T Emof THStole.
"We met on the decided date.”
ALCH > "to build”

X|O{X|IC} > “to be built”

1 Hof e X[o o8,
“That house was built quickly.”

THE} > "to break (something),” “to smash (something)”

TN X|ICH > “to be broken,” “to be smashed.” This is more commonly shortened to 7§ X|C}.

4Ol ZO{MA Ao R.
“The cup fell and broke.”

When to Use Passive Voice

What if you wanted to make the sentence, “I want to buy a book written in Korean,” but

didn't know passive voice? You might first try to make this sentence:

1=

N SEUE £ M2 oD Hoje,

“I want to buy a book (that someone wrote) in Korean.”
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This sentence makes sense, but is not passive. In our English example, we didn't need to
specify who wrote the sentence. Instead of using £ (“someone wrote”) we can use 22l

("written”) and avoid saying who wrote the book.

Whenever you are using an action verb (not a descriptive verb) to describe something, and
you want that meaning to be passive, | recommend using a passive verb. This is the one

situation where you will commonly hear passive verbs used in Korean.

Passive voice is perfect for saying that something happens to someone (or something)

without having to say who (or what) caused it to happen.

Final Notes

Passive voice and passive verbs take time to master. Feel free to speak using only active
voice until you feel more comfortable using passive voice. Koreans themselves don't use
passive verbs too often, and you won't be corrected for speaking in active voice instead of
passive voice. Active voice is still a correct way of speaking, and passive voice is simply

another tool.

It's not necessary to learn every passive verb. Just learn a few of the most common ones
right away, and the basic rules for how to use them. Through listening and speaking
practice you'll be able to master them. In fact, you'll even start recognizing passive verbs

that you've never heard before, simply by listening to how the verbs are being used.

Feel free to come back to review passive verbs again in the near future.
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Advanced Notes
“By:" Noun + Of 2|5 (A])

In addition to 0| (and Of for inanimate objects), you can also specify “by” with this form. This is less common
when speaking, but is used in writing.

HS0[7F AtXtof| oM S0,

“The monkey was eaten by the lion.”
More Passive Verbs
Here are just a few more commonly used passive verbs:

&0|Ct > "to be stacked,” “to be piled (up).” This comes from &L} (“to stack,” “to pile (up)”).
E7IC}t > “to be locked.” This comes from &L} (“to lock”).

21 X|Ct > “to disappear.” This comes from ALt (“to not exist”).

ZAX|Ct > “to be turned on.” This comes from Z{C} (“to turn on”).

THX|C} > “to be turned off.” This comes from I1C} (“to turn off").

Z2|C} > “to be opened.” This comes from Lt (“to open”).

EFSICE > “to be closed.” This comes from L} (“to close”).

LUE|Ct > “to be pushed.” This comes from L} (“to push”).

ZAX|CE > “to be pulled.” This comes from ZZ|C} (“to pull”).

Conclusion

If you have any questions, feel free to send me a message through my web site or on

YouTube. Good luck in your studies!

— 2% ckZell E ¥
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